
The Vicar’s Corner                                

When Europeans first worshipped in Australia, they naturally brought the patterns 
and customs with which they were familiar. In the northern hemisphere Advent, 
Christmas  and Epiphany are seasons of light during the darkest time of the year.  
In Australia, we celebrate these times during summer when the light and the heat 
are at their height.  This subtly changes how we interpret these times. This year at 
St George’s we are drawing on poetry and imagery from Australians exploring the 

traditional themes of these seasons while living in this ancient south land.   
 

The Carol Service on Sunday 9 December at 7.30pm will feature poems  and readings by Australian 
writers. Some of the music is also written by Australians including the words and music for lighting 
the Advent candles, and a carol by the increasingly acclaimed composer Calvin Bowman, a former 
Director of Music at St George’s.  
 

Come and along and bring friends and family to what will be a creative celebration of being God’s 
peoples in a land where the Creating God has been known for 40,00 years and we now add the 
praise of the God made known in the baby of Bethlehem.     
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Meet the composer of  St George’s Advent Music  

The Revd Keren Terpstra is the vicar of St Margaret’s Anglican Church, 
Eltham. Keren's first vocation is as a composer, having completed a         
Master of Music degree with Anne Boyd at the University of Sydney in 
2004. Her second vocation took her to Brisbane to train for ministry. After 
ordination in 2008, she spent her curacy at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Robina, and was Priest in Charge at All Saints', Booval from 2009-2016.  
 

Transformation and hope are key themes for her in life and in preaching. Keren enjoys                
facilitating groups, teaching, and wrestling scripture with others. Keren shares her life with a 
feline companion, Gabrielle, is a passionate Trekkie, and likes to walk, swim, and cycle as much 
as she can. 
Q: What inspired you to write Advent Music for St George’s Malvern 

R: “I was inspired by… the idea that week by week as Christmas approaches different stages of 

the day and effect of the light on the Australian landscape is reflected in the biblical                 

symbols chosen: the fountain of life, Sun of righteousness, Tree of Life, Rock of Salvation, 

Star of Light...”  

Colleen O’Reilly 

http://www.stgeorgesmalvern.org/
http://www.stmargaretseltham.org.au/Clergy/revd-keren-terpstra/
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Reflecting on Ireland Pilgrimage 2018 
During September I had the opportunity to co-lead a Women’s Sacred Pilgrimage       

to Ireland.  This is an annual event – an opportunity to immerse ourselves in the 
feminine landscape of this beautiful country whilst we journey ever deeper into 
our own being.  Here are a few reflections: 
 

There is something about being on Inishbofin, an island off the west coast of   
Connamara, with a hurricane in full force outside the hotel.  Here inside we sit 
peacefully, secure in the strength of the solid stone building.  Some of us are 
felting, others journaling or reading a book. One of us is stitching a patchwork 
cloth as her visual diary of her time on pilgrimage.  We occasionally chat, or sing,      

or hold the silence. This is woman time – outside is the gale-force experience of 
strong woman energy;   inside is the quieter space of resting and bonding.  Now 
and then one of us ventures outside for a couple of minutes to feel the full force of the hurricane on our 
bodies.  Of course, being in a hotel with its excellent bar and menu can only enhance the experience! 
 

There is this wonderful pattern between solitude and community that develops over the length of the      
pilgrimage.  As we sit for morning meditation and then body prayer, we notice gently if one of us needs a 
morning away from our gathering.  We climb on the bus to venture to the next standing stone, passage 
grave, dolman, perfumery, lough, monastic ruins, gravesite, Brigid’s well and gift shop.  Ah, the gift shops!  
Reboarding the bus, we tend to sit in silence, quietly reflecting on the experience.  Occasionally there is a 
joke or a comment, but on the whole we need the silence.  Well fed and replete both physically and                 
spiritually, our day is rich and full.  Before our sumptuous dinner we sit in sharing circle, speaking, if we    
wish, on the day that has been.  Then laughter and rich conversation as the evening concludes with good 
Irish    craic and the further bonding of twelve women who have journeyed to Ireland to enter into the              
fullness of the deep feminine landscape and the yearnings, desires and intentions that have brought us 
here.                      

Most days the comment is shared, ‘I didn’t think that any day could be as good as yesterday, but today it is.  
This pilgrimage just keeps getting better and better.’   Come and join us next year.  You are very welcome.  
 

       Cath Connelly   -  Co-Director, The Living Well Centre 

Bonjour from France 
I am now alone with the children in rural Burgundy and Tony will return to us for Christmas with his sister 
and family who live near London.  We are quite settled in a good house, a converted barn with thick walls 
and sometimes, crawling with insects but all part of the experience.  The children are going well, the boys 
are connecting through sport and mucking about with and like little boys all over the world.   
 

We are truly deep and quite ‘perdu’ in the countryside here.  Last weekend we 
went with another family to listen to the sound of the forest stag calling out to 
the deer in the brief ‘rutting’ season.  Atmospheric to say the least.   
 
 

Took the children to see a concert of Mozart and Hayden at a local church this 
eve.  I think this will be our regular church while we are here.  We are learning 
the Lord’s Prayer in French, which I have always found beautiful.   
 
Much love to my home church of St Georges.           

                                                              Gracemary Huntley and the children xxx 



 

 

LIMITED EDITION  -  ONLY 25 AVAILABLE! 
 

$20 
ST GEORGE’S 2019 CALENDAR.  

PHOTOS TAKEN BY PARISHIONERS.   
AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER.   
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Approaching Advent 
During the latter stages of both her pregnancies, my sister exhibited signs of what they call “nesting”.         
Apparently nesting is an instinctual desire to prepare for the birth of the newborn, get things ready for the 
baby, tidy up.   
In a sense, this is what the season of Advent is like.  For Christians it is the time to prepare for the birth of 
Jesus. It’s the time to remove the clutter, and tidy things up in our spiritual lives to prepare for the imminent 
arrival of God’s Son into our world.   
However, this is often not an easy thing to do.  As with the upcoming birth of any child, people find there are 
so many things that need to be taken care of in the lead up to Christmas.  The planning of menus, the buying 
of presents and the often tricky negotiations of who will host Christmas this year and who will be invited. 
However, if we are honest, most of us would admit to finding it physically easier to prepare for Christmas 
than to prepare spiritually. 
However, I invite you to try to commit to some spiritual “nesting” this Advent. Remove some of the clutter 
from your mental and spiritual lives to prepare yourselves for the coming of this baby.  Take some time out 
of your day to reflect upon the upcoming birth of the Emmanuel, “God with us”. Make use of websites,     
kindle, phone apps or even a good old fashioned book. Some resources 
listed below: 
 

Books: 
“Advent for Everyone” – Tom Wright (available on kindle) 
“Reflections for Advent 2018” – Graham Jones 
“Do Nothing…Christmas is Coming” – Stephen Cottrell (available on kindle) 
 

Websites: 
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent 
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/site-index.html 
For Phone apps search:  App Store - Apple Phones ;  Google Play - Android Phones 

An Australian Advent 
December 9th at 7:30pm 
The themes of Advent brought to life through the works  
of Australian composers and writers.  Newly commissioned     
music by Australian composer Keren Terpstra.  

Music by:  Colin Brumby, Rosalie Bonighton, Gordon Hamilton, Peter Sculthorpe and Calvin Bowman.  
Readings of works by: Kevin Hart, David Malouf, Gwen Harwood, Aubrey Podlich and James McAuley  

Jacqui Smith 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/site-index.html
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Funerals & Memorials 
 Timothy Nigel Peck    Funeral 3 August 2018  
 Florence Gwendolyn Shepherd  Funeral 17 August 2018 
 Felicity Ann Kiddle    Funeral 3 September 2018 
 Ian Jones     Memorial Service 14 September 2018  
 Gary Stephen Luke   Memorial Service 15 September 2018 
 Graham Hartley Grenfell Thomas Memorial Service 23 October 2018 
 Bernice Gibson    Funeral 26 October 2018 
 Le line Angela Burns   Memorial Service 14 November 2018 

Weddings 
 Annunziata Scuderi and Antonio Leone  8 September 2018 
 Alice Rose Greco and Laurence Newcome  6 October 2018   

Baptisms 

 Thomas Richard Littlechild child of Claudia and Adam Littlechild       8 September 2018 
 Harvey James Freeman child of Georgina and Lachlan Freeman    28 October 2018 
 Emily Georgina Henwood child of Cameron Henwood and Natalie Gilbert  4 November 2018 
 Aston Edwin Wieczorek child of Kylie May and Rodney Wieczorek    18 November 2018 

CHRISTMAS AT ST GEORGE’S 
 
An Australian Advent Carol Service 
Sunday 9 December at 7:30pm  
- a service of carols and readings 
 

Christmas Eve Children’s Service  
Monday 24 December at 5:00pm                                                  
- come dressed as angels, shepherds or kings 
 

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass  
Monday 24 December Choral Eucharist  
at 11:30pm 
- carols from 11:10pm  
 

Christmas Day  
Tuesday 25 December at 9:00am  
Choral Eucharist   

http://www.stgeorgesmalvern.org/

